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The Fall 
- Contrary to the foundation of the creation narrative, the serpent deceives Eve by 

suggesting that God is not the giver of good gifts but, instead, is holding back wisdom 
(3:4-7).  

- Adam seems to adopt Satan’s view and blames God for giving him Eve (3:12).  

- There is often a separation between moral righteousness and what we desire (cf. Gen. 
3:6, Isa. 53:1-3 and Rom. 3).



• Adam flouts his priestly 
duties to serve and guard 
God’s sanctuary.  

• Guarding:  
• Fails to instruct Eve 

(again Gen. 2:16-17) in 
proper eating/obedience 
to God 

• Cultivating/Serving: 
• Sin enters the world 
• Death enters the world 
• Undoing of creation— 

the opposite of 
cultivating the earth (cf. 
Gen. 1:1-2 and Gen. 7-9)  



The Curse (3:14-19) 

• Satan comes under a curse  
- on his belly and eats dust (‘eating 
dust’ is another indication of the 
enmity between mankind and Satan 
b/c men are dust) (cf. 1 Pet. 5:8) 

• Tasks Frustrated  
Eve: filling the earth by bringing 
forth life is made painful (‘mother 
of all life/the living’ in Gen. 3:20).  
 
Adam: painful, toilsome labor with 
the ground in order to eat.  
 
Adam & Eve: Hardship in their 
relationship with one another. She 
will contest his headship and he 
will be harsh with her. This has 
negative implications for their 
mutual efforts in subduing the 
earth. (Ephesians 5:22-30)  



Thorns, Thistles and a 
Pattern of the Fall in Genesis

• The ground is cursed (3:17)—
Adam and his posterity are of the 
dirt and, therefore, cursed.  

• Adam and Eve, being of the dirt, 
will produce thorns and thistles in 
the form of offspring (e.g., Cain). 

• The Bible often speaks of people 
(or, groups of people) as thorns.  
- e.g., Num. 33:55, Josh. 
23:12-13, Mt. 7:16, Mt. 13. 



–Alastair Roberts “The Falls of Man”

In addition to presenting us with a narrative of spreading sin, Scripture also echoes the narrative of 
Adam’s Fall at crucial junctures in its history. In Genesis 9, for instance, a new creation is 
established after the flood and God makes a covenant with Noah and his descendants, blessing 
them, setting them over the rest of the animal creation, giving them food rights and restrictions in a 
manner similar to the original creation account in Genesis 1. Like Adam was originally called to, 
Noah takes up the role of a gardener and the cultivator of fruit, planting a vineyard (Genesis 9:20).  

This new ‘garden’, like the Garden of Eden before it, becomes the site of a fall. There are several 
echoes of the Genesis 3 account in 9:20-27. The fruit is taken and ingested (v.21), there is a 
revelation of nakedness (vv.22-23), covering up with clothing (v.23), the realization of knowledge (v.
24), a curse on the seditious tempter (v.25), and a judgment (in this case positive) on the two other 
protagonists (v.26-27).



• Protevangelium - the first 
announcement of the 
Gospel (i.e., God’s 
promise of a Savior) 
appears in Genesis 3:15.  

• The covenant with Noah 
is established (Gen. 
9:8-11).  

• The covenant with 
Abraham is established 
(Gen. 15:5-6).  


