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The Wisdom Literature of the Old Testament 
Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon 

Winter-Spring 2022 – Proverbs & Job 

Lesson 1 – Jan 16 Introduction to Wisdom Literature (Purpose & Meaning; Worldview; Facets & 

Forms; Synopses of Wisdom Books) 

Lesson 2 – Jan 23  Proverbs: Background (Authors & Dates; Forms & Functions; Themes & 

Theology)  

Lesson 3 - Jan 30 Proverbs: The Call of Wisdom (Proverbs 1 – 9) 

Lesson 4 - Feb 13 Proverbs: Topical Study (The Wise Man & the Fool) 

Lesson 5 - Feb 20 Proverbs: Topical Study (Sexuality & Fidelity) 

Lesson 6 - Feb 27  Proverbs: Topical Study (Words & Speech) 

Lesson 7 - Mar 6  Proverbs: Topical Study (Wealth & Poverty) 

Lesson 8 - Mar 13  Job: Background (Author & Date; Forms; Themes & Theology) 

Lesson 9 - Mar 20  Job: Righteous Job & Satan’s Challenge 

Lesson 10 - Mar 27 Job: Job’s Complaint 

Lesson 11 - Apr 24 Job: The Friends Reply 

Lesson 12 - May 1 Job: God Answers Job 

Lesson 13 - May 8 Wisdom for Today 
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Sources 
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Bartholomew, Craig G. & Ryan P. O’Dowd. Old Testament Wisdom Literature: A Theological 

Introduction.  

Berry, Donald K. An Introduction to Wisdom and Poetry of the Old Testament. 

Kidner, Derek. The Wisdom of Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes: An Introduction to Wisdom Literature 

La Sor, William, David A. Hubbard & Fredric W. Bush. Old Testament Survey: The Message, Form,  

and Background of the Old Testament. 

Longman, Tremper. The Fear of the Lord is Wisdom: A Theological Introduction to Wisdom in Israel. 

Pritchard, James B. The Ancient Near East: An Anthology of Texts and Pictures. 

Von Rad, Gerhard. Wisdom in Israel. 

Commentaries 

Alden, Robert L. “Job” The New American Commentary, v. 11. 

Ellul, Jacques. Reason for Being: A Meditation on Ecclesiastes. 

Garrett, Duane A. “Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; Song of Songs” The New American Commentary, v. 14. 

Hartley, John E. “The Book of Job” The New International Commentary on the Old Testament. 

Kinlaw, Dennis F. “Song of Songs” The Expositors Bible Commentary, v. 5.  

Longman, Tremper. How to Read Proverbs. 

Moore, T. M. Ecclesiastes: Ancient Wisdom When All Else Fails. 

Ross, Allen P. “Proverbs” The Expositors Bible Commentary, v. 5. 

Smick, Elmer B. “Job” The Expositors Bible Commentary, v. 4. 

Waltke, Bruce. “The Book of Proverbs, 1-15” The New International Commentary on the Old 

Testament. 

Waltke, Bruce. “The Book of Proverbs, 15-31” The New International Commentary on the Old 

Testament. 

Wright, J. Stafford. “Ecclesiastes” The Expositors Bible Commentary, v. 5. 
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The Purpose of Wisdom Literature 
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The Meaning of Wisdom 
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The Worldview of Wisdom Literature 
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The Facets of Wisdom 
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Literary Forms in Wisdom Literature 
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Synopses of Wisdom Books 
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